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Hi!

I hope you enjoy this coloring book filled with fun and interesting facts about
our state, Arkansas. There are many exciting things about Arkansas that this
book will show you. Did you know that Arkansas has diamonds? Did you know
Arkansas has a State Beverage? Arkansas is filled with wonderful things.

One of my favorite things in Arkansas is the State Capitol in Little Rock. Did you
know as Secretary of State my office is in the Capitol? One of my duties as
Secretary of State is taking care of the State Capitol and making sure that there
are fun and educational things for you to do when you come and visit. What a
great job I have. As Secretary of State I also get to help with Arkansas’s election
process, businesses from Arkansas, and the State Capitol Police. Just like the
Governor I have to be elected every four years.

I look forward to you coming to see me at the Capitol with your family or class.

Charlie Daniels
Secretary of State
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C
an

you
im

agine
A
rkansas’s

flag
w
ith

an
ocean

steam
er?

C
an

you
im

agine
A
rkansas’s

flag
w
ith

a
dancing

bear?

Instead
ofthe

handsom
e
and

dignified
red

flag
centered

w
ith

a
diam

ond
and

stars,such
flags

could
have

flow
n
overthe

tw
enty-fifth

state
ifa

1913
com

m
ittee

had
notacted

w
ith

w
isdom

.

B
efore

1913
there

w
asno

state
flag.

The
battleship

U
.S.S.A

rkansasw
asto

be
com

m
issioned,and

the
Pine

B
luffchapterofthe

D
aughters

ofthe
A
m
erican

R
evolution

voted
to

presenta
state

flag
to

the
ship.B

utfirst,the
flag

com
m
ittee

ofthe
chapterhad

to
learn

aboutthe
state

flag.

A
letterto

Secretary
ofState

EarlW
.H

odgesw
as

sentby
a
com

m
ittee

ofthree,M
rs.C.W

.Pettigrew
(w

hose
idea

itw
as

in
the

firstplace),M
rs.W

.A
.

Taggartand
M
rs.Frank

Tom
linson.Before

long,they
had

the
answ

er:there
w
asno

state
flag.

The
Pine

B
luffgroup

decided
to

correctthe
situation

by
holding

a
statew

ide
flag

contest.
M
r.H

odgesw
asasked

to
actascustodian

forentries.

Sixty-five
separate

designsw
ere

entered
in

the
contest.Som

e
w
ere

crayon
draw

ingsand
som

e
w
ere

flag
m
iniatureson

silk.

A
sthe

state
flow

er,the
apple

blossom
appeared

on
a
num

berofdesigns.O
ne

centered
w
ith

the
flow

er
w
asscattered

w
ith

starsrepresenting
the

U
nited

States.There
w
ere

thirteen
rayson

itforthe
original

statesand
the

colorsw
ere

red,w
hite

and
blue.

O
ne

flag
used

justthe
apple

blossom
,fourof

them
in

colorfulblocks.

O
ne

design
used

the
outline

ofA
rkansasand

the
state

sealw
ith

red,w
hite

and
blue.

M
r.H

odgesw
aschairm

an
ofthe

com
m
ittee

to
selectthe

flag
and

he
chose

a
distinguished

list
ofm

em
bers:D

r.Junius
Jordan,the

chairm
an

of
philosophy

and
pedagogy

atthe
U
niversity

of
A
rkansas;M

rs.Julia
M
cA

lm
ontN

oel,a
m
em

ber
ofthe

John
M
cA

lm
ontC

hapterofthe
D
.A
.R
.in

Pine
B
luff;M

issJulia
W
arner,a

teacherin
the

Little
R
ock

schoolsystem
,and

M
rs.P.H

.Ellsw
orth,a

form
erpresidentofthe

A
rkansas

Federation
of

W
om

en’s
C
lubs.

In
the

early
daysof1913

the
com

m
ittee

gathered
in
M
r.H

odges’office
and

w
orked

on
choosing

a
flag.A

s
a
w
innerthey

chose
the

red,w
hite

and
blue

design
ofM

issW
illie

H
ockerofW

abbaseka,a
m
em

berofthe
Pine

B
luffchapterofthe

D
.A
.R
.,

w
here

the
search

originated.

O
n
a
rectangularfield

ofred,M
issH

ockerhad
placed

a
large

w
hite

diam
ond

bordered
by

tw
enty-five

w
hite

starson
a
blue

band.Three
blue

starsin
a

straightline
w
ere

centered
in

the
diam

ond.

M
issH

ockerexplained
thatthecolorsin

herdesign
m
eantthatA

rkansasw
asone

ofthe
U
nited

Statesof
A
m
erica.The

three
blue

starshad
fourm

eanings:
A
rkansasbelonged

to
three

countries–
France,Spain

and
the

U
nited

States–
before

attaining
statehood;

1803
w
asthe

yearofthe
Louisiana

Purchase
w
hen

the
land

thatisnow
A
rkansasw

asacquired
by

the
U
nited

States;A
rkansasw

asthe
third

state
created

from
the

purchase
by

the
U
nited

States;and
the

three
stars,the

tw
o
starsbelow

and
parallelto

the
nam

e

A
rkansassignify

thatA
rkansasand

M
ichigan

are
“tw

in”
states.B

oth
w
ere

adm
itted

to
the

U
nion

about
the

sam
e
tim

e
–
A
rkansason

June
15,1836,and

M
ichigan

on
January

26,1837.

The
tw
enty-five

starsm
ean

thatA
rkansasw

as
the

tw
enty-fifth

state
to

be
adm

itted
to

the
U
nion.

The
diam

ond
representsA

rkansasasthe
nation’s

only
diam

ond-producing
state .

The
com

m
ittee

decided
the

flag
needed

to
include

the
state’snam

e.M
issH

ockeragreed
and

suggested
thatthe

three
blue

starsbe
arranged

w
ith

one
above

the
nam

e
and

tw
o
below

.

O
n
February

26,1913,the
legislature

m
ade

itthe
state’sofficialflag.The

U
.S.S.A

rkansasreceived
herflag

from
the

Pine
B
luffC

hapterofthe
D
.A
.R
.

Then
there

w
astrouble

–
there

w
asno

indication
on

the
flag

thatA
rkansashad

been
a
m
em

berofthe
C
onfederate

StatesofA
m
erica

from
1861

to
1865.

To
correctthat,the

legislature
in

1923
added

a
fourth

blue
starabove

the
letter“R”

in
A
rkansasand

m
oved

the
single

blue
starto

a
position

above
the

last“A
”.

B
ut,a

furorarose
and

m
any

claim
ed

thatthe
original

sym
m
etry

and
m
eaning

ofthe
design

w
ere

destroyed.

So
in

1924
the

legislature
placed

three
blue

stars
below

the
w
ord

“A
rkansas”

and
one

above,the
w
ay

the
flag

istoday.

The
three

starsbelow
“A

rkansas”
retained

the
m
eaning

M
issH

ockerhad
setand

the
lone

starabove
the

w
ord

isto
com

m
em

orateA
rkansas’sm

em
bership

in
the

C
onfederacy.

A
nd

so
itrem

ainstoday
–
a
proud

bannerthat
fliesforallA

rkansans.
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This is to certify that

Has Completed a study of
the Great State of

ARKANSAS
2

and promises to continue
to learn more about his/her state.

Secretary of State

Teacher’s or Parent’s Signature

Date
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THE ARKANSAS
CREED



My name is

and this is my book on Arkansas

I live in _____________________________________________________ County.

I go to school at ____________________________________________________ .

My teacher's name is _______________________________________________ .

I was born in _________________________________________________ (year).

I am ______________________________________________________ years old.

For more fun facts about the Natural State, follow the
Arkansas Traveler to www.soskids.arkansas.gov
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